
I am very much in hopes that we will see the
greatest possible breadth of participation in the
Bishop’s Day for Kids, set for June 27, especially as
there is now a bus ride from the North. I am in hopes
that our four parishes with day schools will
consider this an opportunity to bring the whole
bunch — nobody doesn’t love Narnia, our theme.

People who show up
experience the body of Christ

Bishop Paul Marshall

Recently a dear, faithful, and devoted church lady
from one of our formerly vibrant and now possibly dying
churches sent me a list of “top-ten” reasons why some
of her acquaintances at her parish are not more involved
with other Christians in notheastern Pennsylvania.

I admire her dedication and devotion to her parish
and her energy in collecting this data. I am troubled by
the responses she collected because the question as-
sumed an attitude. The responses are, of course, repre-
sentative of all the rationalizations one would would
provide if an interviewer asked why one wasn’t doing
something one knew one ought to do that can, how-
ever, be gently and lovingly laid aside. 

The deep concern I have, of course, is that she be-
lieves that the problems her parish has in mission and
ministry lie outside of itself.

I can understand that psychologically; nonetheless,
it is a death knell, and there is little I can do about it but
point to the great efforts that surrounding parishes have
been making with success because they have energetic
leaders.

I hope I retire before that parish closes  – I hope
even more that the parish will as a body decide to adopt
a different stance towards life as disciples. Having chat-
ted recently with somebody Bishop Warnecke ordained,
I know we have historically in our corporate DNA the
ability to reinforce mission where it is vital and pro-
vide a kind of hospice care to parishes who do not have
a devotion to mission.

No parish will be in mission to a degree higher than
that at which the priest functions.

The wider truth, of course, is that you and I set the emo-
tional and missional level of our parishes. Our commitment
to fellowship, mission, and stewardship sets the bar above
which the parish cannot rise. Where our energy is, there will
be the parish’s. When we are depressed, burned out, or sloth-
ful, that will set the tone of the parish’s life – hence the stern
warning to Ezekiel that was read at some of our ordinations.

Your enthusiasm for connection with those whom
God has given to us in baptism will in part be mea-
sured by how much you are personally excited about
and participate in every opportunity we have to be to-
gether for the strengthening of fellowship throughout the
community of northeastern Pennsylvania Episcopalians.
The diocese remains our basic unit. 

You and I have the great privilege of nagging people
into having a good time. The most important aspect of
these events is not their content or style (pace my lady
friend’s quibbles) but the fact that they happen and
that you and I are smilingly committed to them. The
world is run by the people who show up, and the body
of Christ is, as skeptical St. Thomas learned a week
late, experienced by those who show up.

Pennsylvania’s secular (and to some degree, reli-
gious) culture is still largely one of blame – we as-
sume that a problem is no longer ours if we can pass
along responsibility to a designated guilt-bearer. The

– continued on next page
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[Bishop Paul recenty sent this note to our clergy, and we share it here.]



more one is linked to the culture, the less able one is to
experience Christ – hence the popularity of our reli-
gion among the disenfranchised in first-century Rome,
and why the Methodists, for instance, caught on among
the poor in this country to the embarrassment of their
Anglican betters.

I would like to strap any number of people to a chair
and force them to watch the first episodes of the BBC
comedy  “To the Manor Born” in the hopes of their
realizing that while connection to the past is lovely (I
am, after all, a historian), tradition is best served by
continuing the hard work it represents.

My mission among us is to keep the anxiety where
it belongs – on us as leaders. I do not care if certain
structures or prelates above me are angels or demons
– we will do our mission. I hope you will feel

Bus transportation for Kids in the North:
Leave promptly at 8:30 from Applebee’s Restaurant, Viewmont Mall,
exit 191, off I-81 in Scranton. The bus will arrive back at the Viewmont
Mall approximately 5:00. Sign up for the bus when you send in your
registration. Both registration and medical forms are available from
your rector or at  DioBethKids.org.
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Bishop’s Day for Kids
The Lion, the Bishop & the Wardrobe

Register
by May 31
to receive
your free

Narnia T-Shirt
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encouraged and empowered to inculcate continually
by example the very same attitude among those
for whom you have responsibility, just as you
have been doing.

Fair Warning: I will be phoning you whose children
and youth are not present at our lovely assortment of
children and youth events in an attempt to understand
why you have chosen not to emphasize connection to
the larger community given to us in baptism. 

As we move into a time of deeper commitment to
mission with our sisters and brothers in Kajo-Keji, it
is vital for Jesus’ sake that we do everything we can to
increase the sense of connectedness in Christ among
those whom we are called to serve. Some of you have
made magnificent strides in this direction, and to you I
am deeply grateful.


